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MILESTONES FOR DOCTORAL 
PROGRAMS
Doctoral education comprises a set number of credit hours earned 
through graded courses as listed in the course requirements above, an 
original dissertation, and a series of scholarly requirements and exams 
that are referred to as milestones.

To support the philosophy and practice of the Graduate School to respect 
disciplinary norms and expertise, the Graduate School does not concern 
itself with the process by which milestones are accomplished. Your 
program is expected to adhere to the overarching purpose of each 
milestone. Information on how these milestones are accomplished must 
be clearly documented in each Doctoral Program Handbook, which is 
the authoritative source for the procedures for satisfying milestones. All 
students shall be subject to these processes. Failure to do so may be 
grounds for a student grievance.

• Diagnostic Exams (https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-
policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-
programs/diagnostic-exams/)

• Plan of Study and Permission to Continue in a Doctoral Program
(https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-
policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/plans-
study-permission-continue-doctoral-program/)

• Qualifying Examination (https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-
regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-
doctoral-programs/qualifying-examination/)

• Milestones Examinations Required for All Doctoral Programs
(https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-
policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/milestone-
examinations-required-all-doctoral-programs/)

• Comprehensive Examination (https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-
regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-
doctoral-programs/comprehensive-examination/)

• Dissertation Proposal Approval (https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-
regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-
doctoral-programs/dissertation-proposal-approval/)

• Admission to Candidacy (https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-
regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-
doctoral-programs/admission-candidacy/)

• The Dissertation (https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-
policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-
programs/dissertation/)

• Oral Defense of the Dissertation (https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-
regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-
doctoral-programs/oral-defense-dissertation/)

• Filing the Final Approved Dissertation (https://catalog.uncg.edu/
academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/
milestones-doctoral-programs/filing-final-approved-dissertation/)

https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/diagnostic-exams/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/diagnostic-exams/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/diagnostic-exams/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/diagnostic-exams/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/plans-study-permission-continue-doctoral-program/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/plans-study-permission-continue-doctoral-program/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/plans-study-permission-continue-doctoral-program/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/plans-study-permission-continue-doctoral-program/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/qualifying-examination/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/qualifying-examination/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/qualifying-examination/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/qualifying-examination/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/milestone-examinations-required-all-doctoral-programs/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/milestone-examinations-required-all-doctoral-programs/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/milestone-examinations-required-all-doctoral-programs/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/milestone-examinations-required-all-doctoral-programs/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/comprehensive-examination/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/comprehensive-examination/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/comprehensive-examination/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/comprehensive-examination/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/dissertation-proposal-approval/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/dissertation-proposal-approval/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/dissertation-proposal-approval/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/dissertation-proposal-approval/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/admission-candidacy/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/admission-candidacy/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/admission-candidacy/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/admission-candidacy/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/dissertation/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/dissertation/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/dissertation/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/dissertation/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/oral-defense-dissertation/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/oral-defense-dissertation/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/oral-defense-dissertation/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/oral-defense-dissertation/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/filing-final-approved-dissertation/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/filing-final-approved-dissertation/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/filing-final-approved-dissertation/
https://catalog.uncg.edu/academic-regulations-policies/graduate-policies/doctoral-degrees/milestones-doctoral-programs/filing-final-approved-dissertation/

